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LATEST NEWS ON IMPROVING
STANDARDS FROM JONATHAN OWEN,
CEO, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC), AND ROB
SMITH, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, SOCIETY
OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS (SLCC)

In a speech celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Committee on Standards in
Public Life, its new chair, Doug Chalmers CB DSO OBE, stressed the Nolan

Principles (honesty, integrity, objectivity, accountability, selflessness, openness and
leadership) and their continued relevance and inspirational nature. Prime Minister

Sir Keir Starmer has also included the principles in the new Ministerial Code.

The government has launched a consultation, which runs until 26 February 2025, on

proposals to introduce measures to strengthen the standards and conduct regime
for local authorities in England. There are also intentions to remove the

requirement for councillors’ addresses to be published, to help combat harassment.

NALC and SLCC have welcomed these announcements and will be responding to
the relevant consultations. Councils, councillors and clerks are encouraged to

make their own response to the consultations.

The IDB Intervention TaskForce

The taskforce submitted an excellent report to the Improvement and
Development Board (IDB) (informed by their personal experience of interventions
in the sector where local councils faced chronic failures). The key
recommendation to produce a ‘Good Practice Guide for Local Councils in Distress’
based on the report was approved, with a target to take the final draft of the
Guide to the IDB meeting on 6 March 2025.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/what-next-for-standards-in-public-life
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ministerial-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-framework-for-local-authorities-in-england/strengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-framework-for-local-authorities-in-england
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